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The speclal section of the Army General Staff in Sofia which is charged with the
organization of the Bulgarian Army along Soviet lines, 15 at present working on
armament and tactics deslgnated to bring Bulgarian units on a par with those of
the Soviet Army.

Light "Bren" and "Zbrojovka" machine guns, of Czech manufacture, and "Maksim",
of Germen manufecture, already in use by the infantry, have been replaced by
the Soviet 7.65 mm. "Sokolov" model gune Thias replacement has been completed
for the present in the.l Army of Sofia and in the 2 Army of Plovdive

Furthermore, "Maksim" end "Schwartzlose" heavy machine guns of 8 mm. have been
withdrawn and replaced with the Soviet 8 mm. "Degtyarev" heavy machine gun.
Such replacements will also be adopted for all light arms used by the Bulgarian
Army., The "Welter" and "Parabellum" 9 mm. machine guns will be replaced by the
7.62 mm, Soviet "M.P." gun.

Unite of the 1 Army which took part in maneuvers at Dupnitsas and Redomir this
Yea were issued these new Soviet weapons gor short range combhat, It should
be noted that the military plant of Kazanluk hes enlarged its munitions section
and is at present producing, as compared with 1949, twice as much ammunition
of 6475, 7462, 8, and 9 mm, that is nine million more rounds.

Twice during the above mentioned maneuvers live ammunition was fired so that the
units involved could get the feel of real combat,

The following changes have taken place this year in the Army and were noted
during the maneuvers near Radomlr which took place in Januery 1954s

a., Special mountain units were dissolved and no longer exist as an autonomous
© amm3 they were equipped with 60 mm. artillery pisces |
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be The "Bofors" cannon. were replaced with the Soviet "ZIS" model, 76.2 mm.
cannon which are now used by field artillery units gttacb.ed to infantry
regiments; each regiment has one battery.

The above information only concerns units which took part in the maneuvers and
it is possible that they were armed in this manner specifically for the maneuvers.

The formation of large antitank units, which previously were subdivided into
batteries and battalions, has started. At the present time the formation of
the first Bulgarian antitank regiment is in progress.
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